
This month 
in Madison

August, 2017

August 21st

August 17th-20th

August 3rd - 6th

August 12th

August 24th - 27th

Reebok CrossFit 
Games

Great Taste of the 
Midwest

Sun Prairie Corn Fest

Orton Park Festival

Total Solar Eclipse Solar Energy Works in Wisconsin

The price per square foot 
is our best statistic for 
measuring property value 
because it's adjusted 
according to the square 
footage of each sold 
listing. As you can see in 
the table to the right, home 
values are historically high 
in every community we 
track. Prices are increasing 
by some large amounts, 
especially in Cottage 
Grove, Madison, and 
McFarland - where the 
price per square foot is up 
by more than 11% from 
last year. 

Through the first half of 2017, the Dane County real estate 
market is setting new records in a continuation of the trends 

we shared earlier this Spring. Dane County properties are 
selling quickly. Inventories are low, and prices are increasing. 

Sales are declining in most locations due to low supply. Here's our 
market summary covering a few of the county's largest communities. 

Mid Year Review of the Dane 
County Real Estate Market
Mid Year Review of the Dane 
County Real Estate Market

Read more about Dane county 
home and condo prices at 
madcitydreamhomes.com/blog/market-updates/

Read this full article on our lonline blog at:
madcitydreamhomes.com/blog/life-in-madison/

Laura’s SpotLaura’s Spot

Dane County Home Prices Per Square Foot by Community

Home Prices Per Square Foot through June, 2017
Source: SCWMLS & MadCityDreamHomes.com

Cottage Grove
Fitchburg
Madison
McFarland
Middleton
Oregon
Stoughton
Sun Prairie
Sun Prairie
Waunakee

Record Highs, Up 11.4% from 2016

Record Highs, Up 11.4% from 2016

Record Highs, Up 8.9% from 2016

Record Highs, Up 12.1% from 2016
Near Record Highs, Down 0.6% from 2016

Near Record Highs, Up 9.3% from 2016
Record Highs, Up 5.4% from 2016

Record Highs, Up 6.5% from 2016

Record Highs, Up 4.5% from 2016
Record Highs, Up 5.0% from 2016

Home Price Per Square Foot

There is a lot of discussion presently about green 
energy, and the use of renewable energy sources 
is increasing in the Madison area. One option 

available to homeowners is solar energy. Solar panels are being included in 
many new construction homes, but they can also be added to existing 
structures. It can make sense for a homeowner, especially if the roof faces 
south, and is not heavily shaded.  
"The cost for solar energy has dropped about 75% over the last 5 years," 
says Chris Collins, Regional Project Developer for SunVest Solar Inc.  
"Many customers choose to amortize the cost of the solar installation into 
their mortgage. 



Summertime is the Season 
for Price Reductions

Did You Know?

The National Association of REALTORS 
(NAR) has released it's 2017 Profile of 
Home Staging. It is based on a survey 
of several thousand agents and focuses 
on the impact of staging on the home 
selling process. 
Among the Key Findings:

We’re proud to be among the 8% of 
all agents that provide professional 
staging. Read more about our staging 
practices at:  

77% of buyer agents say staging 
makes it easier for buyers to visualize                          
a property as their future home
49% of buyer agents say staging a 
home increases the dollar amount 
offered
62% of listing agents say staging a 
home decreases the time on market

Even in a hot seller's market there are plenty of over-priced listings which 
won't sell until the owner gets realistic about pricing. For some sellers, that 
realization is happening right now. The over-heated spring market has 
given way to a more balanced summer market, motivating some owners to 
drop their price in order to get their property sold.

Some buyers have given up on their search because they don't believe there 
are enough listings to go around in the summer market. Other more opportu-
nistic buyers are staying in the game and acting immediately as soon as the 
right price reduction or right listing comes along. 

SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590
4 BEDROOMS • 2.5 BATHS • 2050 SQ.FT

Opportunistic buyers are pouncing on price reductions

Our summer buyers are getting 
their offers accepted

1351 Red Brick Lane

Just Listed!

Summertime is the Season 
for Price Reductions $$
8%

It's true, there are fewer new listings to choose from in the summertime compared to 
the spring buying season. But on the positive side, there are more price reductions 

and fewer competing buyers. For these reasons the 
summertime is a great time for buyers to stay 

focused on their search. Those who stay 
focused will be rewarded for their efforts. 

Our July buyers stand out as some great examples 
of patience and persistence. They have all stayed 
very focused on their plan even though inventory has 
been limited. When the right opportunity has  
presented itself, we've scheduled each showing 
immediately and then followed up each showing with 
an immediate offer. Now they're all on track to close 
in the coming weeks, proving a little persistence 
goes a long way in this low inventory market.

8%Only

of agents hire a professional 
to stage their listings.

madcitydreamhomes.com/blog/tags/staging/

Beautiful 4 bedroom home 
in the popular Smith’s 
Crossing neighborhood. 
Situated on a quiet street, 
this home offers a rare 
setting next to protected 
conservancy space, a 
pond, and just a short 
walk to the local elemen-
tary school. Main level 
offers an open concept, 
kitchen with breakfast bar 
and stainless steel   
appliances.



Common Home Seller MistakesCommon Home Seller Mistakes
Neighborhood 
Spotlight

Mistake #1: "Do-it-yourself" home improvements   
  that do more harm than good

IN THE BLOG

EXFORD 
VILLAGE

.Wexford Village is located north of Old 
Sauk Rd between Gammon Rd and the 
Beltline on the west side. It first began to 
emerge in the 1970s and since has seen 
steady growth. The neighborhood offers 
excellent access to the many parks on this 
side of town. Residents here enjoy short 
walks to Wexford Park, Stricker Park and 
Pond, and Woodside Heights Park.The local 
neighborhood association is very active and 
plans a number of community events 
throughout the year, including a 4th of July 
parade and party, a neighborhood-wide 
garage sale, an Easter egg hunt for the kids, 
and a park clean up day at Wexford Park.

www.MadCityDreamHomes.com/blog

• Our Vision for our Real Estate Agents
• Profile of Home Staging: NAR 2017 Results
• Mid-century modern home revival in Madison

Accepted Offer!

Some owners choose to "DIY" their home improvement proj-
ects in order to save on expenses. This approach is perfectly 
fine if the outcome is a high-quality product. But if the work is 
shoddy it will lead to negative first impressions that cause 
buyers to question the overall integrity of the home. 

www.MadCityDreamHomes.com/blog

Neighborhood 
Spotlight W

625 SEGOE RD #712 657 BASSWOOD DR
MADISON, WI VERONA, WI

WE LOVE SELLING CONDOS

madcitydreamhomes.com/wexford-village.php

55 Over the years we've noticed some relative-
ly common mistakes home owners make 

when putting their property up for sale. Unfor-
tunately, each of these mistakes can cause a 

property to sit on the market and sell for well below its 
potential. Even worse are the emotional consequences that 
follow as a result. A bad listing experience can be emotionally 
draining and a huge source of anxiety and stress. 

The good news is all of these mistakes are preventable. You 
can avoid all of these common pitfalls by consulting with your 
agent well before you plan to list. Seek some proactive and 
professional guidance, and make the right choices that will 
ensure a successful sale

Learn about all of these mistakes and how to 
avoid them while you’re preparing to sell at:
www.madcitydreahomes.com/blog/selling/



Landscape  
Architecture

Ganshert    
Nursery & Landscapes 

Joe Hanauer
(608) 798-1840
info@landscapearc.com
www.landscapearc.com

Patrick Ganshert
(608) 274-2443 
info@ganshert.com
www.ganshert.com

We’ve created a directory of all of our recommended local businesses. This 
month is all about making the outside of your home look amazing! If you are 
looking for professional and reputable landscapers, turn to these Madison local 
companies. Combined they have over 85 years of landscaping experience!

Mad City Dream Homes
610 Junction Rd. Suite 205
Madison, WI 53717

Dan Miller • dan@madcitydreamhomes.com • (608) 852-7071 
Chris Venden • chris@madcitydreamhomes.com • (608) 279-7852
Tammy Steiner • tammy@madcitydreamhomes.com • (608) 290-1059
Shelley Lazzareschi • shelley@madcitydreamhomes.com • (608) 215-3873

www.madcitydreamhomes.com

Vendor Highlight: 
Landscaping
Vendor Highlight: 
Landscaping

Ganshert    

month is all about making the outside of your home look amazing! If you are 
looking for professional and reputable landscapers, turn to these Madison local 


